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TIEU TU

Trong quyén séch “LUAN PAO VAN PAP” nay, tic
gid sidp ra ngudi ngoai Pao dé€n vin Pao mot nha tu
theo “Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho P6”. Ngudi cit vAn c6 ¥ 10
thong dao 1y thé nao; 15i hdi tuy c6 chiéu nghiém khic
ma giif 161 thanh tao, nén ké hau ddp vui 1ong ng doi.

Té4c gid tai so tri sién, bi€t Pao bao nhiéu by gidi bay
nhiéu, mong ring quyén sdch hén mon nay gitp ich
trong mu6n mot cho chu Pao Hitu méi nhdp moén, cing
ph4 tan c4i mang u 4m cla k& mo ho; 4y 12 s& vong
clia tac gid vay.

Chg 16n, ngay 2 thang 9 nam 1927.

Bdo Phap
Nguyén Trung Hiu
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FOREWORD

In this book “Discussion on the Tao, Questions and
Answers,” the author describes a scenario in which a
non-CaoDaist questions a CaoDai disciple on the Tao.
The person who questions likes to have good knowledge
onreligions. The questions, although seeming somewhat
critical, are reasonable and deserving of reply.

The author open-mindedly and humbly presents an
expertise on CaoDai in answering these questions,
hoping that the book would be useful to new CaoDaists
and able to clarify concerns and doubts.

Cholon, September 2, 1927

Juridical Conservator
Nguyén Trung Hau
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POI LOT KINH CAO CUNG CHU PAO HUU

Hoi Thanh nhém ngay 6 thing 8 nim Birih Maiao da cong
nhin va hoan nghinh quyén sich “LUAN PAO VAN
DAP” clia tdc gid 12 Pao Hitu Nguy&n Trung Hau. L&i
gidi phan chdnh 1y, ciu vin ti troi chdy, ai nghe qua
ciing déu hi€u. Ay 13 mot quyén séch rat can ich cho
chu Chitc Sc Thién Phong d4 1dnh phin trdch nhim
16n lao @€ phd thong Thién Pao.

Vivay nén tdira cong 4n tong quyén sdch nay,xin chu
hién hitu hay doc rdi chiém nghiém cho k§ cang, hau
d6i ddp v6i ngudi chua rd ton chi bai Dao Tam Ky
Phé Po.

Quyén sdch nay sé& ding 1am viéc ¢an ich trong Pao,
con t 4c gid thi ding tron bdn quyén cho Hoi Thanh.

Nay kinh

Thai Phéi St LAm Quang Binh
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TO ALL CAODAI DISCIPLES

The Sacerdotal Council has met on the 6th day of the 8th
month of the year ¢inh Mago (year of the cat) and has
approved and welcomed the book “Discussion on the
Tao, Questions and Answers” written by author Nguyé&n
Trung Hau. The explanation is correct, fluent, and easy
to understand. The book is very useful for dignitaries
responsible for spreading the Tao.

Itherefore publish this book. Please read and contemplate
so that you would be able to explain the Tao to people
who have not known the mission of bai Bao Tam Ky
Phé P3§.

The author has offered the copyright to the Sacerdotal
Council and the book will be used by the CaoDai
religion.

Respectfully,

Buddhist Archbishop
Lam Quang Binh
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Y TUGNG VE CHON PAO

Mot ngudi lac budc vao rimg duong hdi tan théi ludng nan, khéng
1& ngdi mot chd ma dgi him tha, rdn cdn, ma ciing khong 18
quanh 161 ndy, queo ngd kia cho mét nhoc va mét ngay gi% }ai
cang lac [Am thém nita. Vay phdi lam sao bdy gio? Cd nhdm
t6i di hoai, ddu khéng nhiim dudng chd ciing it lac, 1ai c6 1& ra
khoi rimg sau hang thdm ma ldnh hiim ngdy rin di.

Rirng Tran Tuc ndy vin nhiu ngudi lac d&én; mudn tim dudng
Pao dé thoat khdi rimg kia, nhung ching biét ddu ma kiém.
Duong con tdn th6i ludng nan, khong 1& ngdi mot chd cho ra
ngudi v Pao, roi dgi hium tha rin cdn 12 1ii Qui V6 Thudng; ma
cling khong 1& quanh 161 ndy, queo ngd kia cho lac vao Bang
Moén, T4 Pao. VAy phdi 1am sao bay gid?

Cit nhim théng di t6i, thi 12 Chdnh Pao. Ta c( biét ring Pang
Tao Héa sanh ra ta, ta cif thd phugng Ngai thi khoi sai dudng,
lac 16i; ddu khong dén ndi Bong Pdo, Niét Ban ché cling thodt
khéi rimg Tran Tuc ma 14nh Ludn hoi chuyén ki€p.

Ta d4 kinh trong Pang Tao Hoéa thi ta cling phdi kinh trong céc
vi quan vién Chifc Sic clia Ngai, tic 1a Théanh, Than, Tién,
Phit vay.

Y TUGNG yﬁ: ,
TAM GIAO QUI NGUYEN PHUC NHUT

Pham mudn tu bd mot cdi nha hu nét, trudc hét ta phai lo cat
mdt c4i nhd tam khéc cho c6 chd ndu nuong, r6i méi dd nha hu
catlai. Néu khong phong bi nhu vy, ldc d& nha ta 18y dau dum
d6? Ma mudn cit c4i nha lai cho vén vang chic chin, khong 1€
bd hét ciy ngéi cii ma mua cd d6 mdi cho tdn hao vé ich; ma ta
phéi lya coi ciy ndo con tdt thi diing, ngéi ndo con nguyén thi
Igp r6i mua thém chiit it 3 mdi cho dd diing ma théi.
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OPINION ON THE TRUE TAO.

A person who gets lost in the forest, would neither sit there
waiting to be devoured by the beasts nor waste time running
around and getting further lost. What should he do? The only
way is to keep going straight forward, and at least he would not
get further lost and may have a chance to get out of the forest.

................................................

out, but do not know how. In this difficult situation, they cannot
sit still, like a non-believer waiting to be devoured by demonic
wild beasts. They must not run around, bumping into heretical
cults. What should they do?

They should go straight forward to the right way. People were
created by the Creator. The right way is to worship Him. Though
we may not reach Nirvana, at least we may escape from the
worldly forest of reincarnation.

Having respected the Creator, we should respect His dignitaries
who are Angels, Saints, Immortals, and Buddhas.

OPINION ON
THE UNITY OF THE THREE RELIGIONS.

In order to remodel a decayed house, first we have to create a
temporary shelter before we dismantle the old structure; other-
wise, we would not have any place to stay. In order to build a
strong, solid new house, and in order to save money, we may
have to save good lumber and tiles from the old house, and buy,

only necessary new items. This is the attitude of a cautious and
economical person
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D6 12 ¢l chi clia ké bi€t quan phong, tiét kiém.

Tam gido (Nho, Thich, Pao) van 12 cdi Nha Pao ciia ta tif xua;
d4 trai bao tu& nguyét, phong suong cho dén ruding xiéu, cdt nga.
Thé& ma Ta d4 c6 cdi nha tam khdc roi: téc 13 1ong tén siing tin
ngudng Trdi Phit Théanh Thin cia ta vay.

Ha Nguon nay 12 budi ta lo c4t cdi Nha Pao lai. Tic 1a chan
hung Tén Gido. CAy ng6i dd c6 sdn khong 1€ bd hé&t ma mua 16p
mdi; vay thi vat ndo hu nét bd di; vat ndo con ot ¢t ding, i
cham thém d6 mdi ma cit cdi Nha Pao lai cho chiic bén cao rdo.

C4i nén nha (NHO) thi ta ¢ ding nhu xua, song phﬁi dip 1én
cao rdo, chic chin hon nifa. Tdc 13 ch&n hung Nho Gido.

Cot vach (THICH) thi ta bd cAy ndo sdu mot va hit muc ma chim
thém cdy mdi. Tic 12 chan hung Phat Gido.

Ngéi, keo (DAO) thi ta ciing 1am mot th€. Tic 12 chidn hung
Tién Gijo.

Poan ta méi cit 1én mot cdi nha mdi cao rdo, tot xinh, chic chin,
c6 thé bén bi muodn ddi. C4i nha Pao ma ta cit day tic 13 Pao
Cao bai Thugng D€ goi 1a Pai Pao Tam Ky Pho Do.

Thé thi Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé Do 1a Pao chuyén Tam Gido qui
nguyén phuc nhit theo 1& tuin hudn.

Sao 14 tudn hudn?
Viéc chi cfing ¢6 thi ¢6 chung, c¢6 tao th€ tifc 1a c6 tin thé; cai

tAn 1 cdi cudi ciing, ma h& cudi cing chiing ddt, thi phdi qui
nguyén trudc lai goi 1a Tuiin Hudn.
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The three religions (Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism) have
been the foundation of the house of the Tao since ancient times.
Over time, they have decayed. Our temporary shelter is the faith
of Angels, Saints, Immortals, and Buddhas. This is the time to
rebuild the house of the Tao, thereby improving religions. We
should not buy all new materials and discard all good lumber and
tiles from the old house. We just need to buy necessary items
to replace the decayed ones, and also use the good lumber and
tiles saved from the old house; then we may rebuild a good, solid

house of the Tao.

We may keep the old foundation (Confucianism), only making
it more solid, high and dry. This is to improve Confucianism.

We then need to replace the decayed supports and walls with
new ones. This is to improve Buddhism.

We need to do the same with the frame and tiles (Taoism). This
is to improve Taoism.

By doing these improvements, we may then have a new and
beautiful, high, dry, and solid house of the Tao that may last
forever, which is the Tao of the Supreme Being, CaoDai or Dai
Pao Tam

K3y Phé Pb.

So, itis Pai Pao Tam Ky Ph8 D6 that moves the three religions
into one according to the cycle of evolution.

What is the cycle of evolution? Every thing has an origin and an
end. If there is creation of the world, there would be an end of it.

The end is the last. If the last does not stop, there would be the
return to the beginning of another cycle.
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LUAN PAO VAN PAP

CHUGONG THU I
VAN DAP VE PAIPAO TAM KY PHO 1510)

VAN: Nghe rding anh tu theo Pao Tién phdi chang?

PAP: Nhidu ngudi, vi thdy ¢ co bt tudng ring t6i tu Tién, vi
co bit do ndi Pao Tién ma ra, ché ky trung Pao ma 61 sing
bdi 12 Pao cla Ptc Cao Pai Thugng P€ goi 1a Pai Pao Tam
Ky Phé Po.

VAN: Thud nay toi nghe néi Ngoc Hoang Thugng D& sao bdy
gio anh goi la Cao Pai Thugng DE?

PAP: Mbi [an khai Pao, Ngoc P& déu 14y Thanh Danh riéng;
nhu d5i Chau so, Ngai gidng th€ bén Trung Hoa 14p Pao Tién
thi 14y Th4nh Danh la Lio Tw; qua 161 Trung Chau (giita doi
Chau) Ngai gidng sanh bén An Do 1ap thanh Pao Phat, Ngai lai
14y Thénh Danh 1a Thich Ca MAu Ni Phét. B&i Hén, gidng sanh
1ap Pao Thanh Ngai lai 14y Thanh Danh 14 Jésus.

Ngai phd do An nay 1a [4n thi 3 bén A Pong, nén goi 1a Tam
K3y Phd P6. Ngay nay tity theo thdi th€, Ngai khong gidng sanh

nhu hai [an tru6c, chi ding huyén diéu Tién bit ma truyén Pao; -

Ngai lai 18y Thanh Danh 1a Cao Pai.

V3 lai, Cao Pai 1a Thanh Danh tit, chS toan danh 1a: Cao Pai
Tién Ong Pai B6 T4t Ma Ha Tit.
1-Cao Pai 13 Pai Cao, chi vé chd cao thugng ctia Pao Nho;
2-Tién Ong 12 chi vé Pao Tién;
3-Pai B6 Tat Ma Ha T4t chi vé Pao Phat.
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Discussions on the Tao
Questions & Answers
CHAPTER 1 )
DISCUSSION ON PAI PAO TAM KY PHO PO.

- Q: Idiscern that you are following the way of Immortals?

A:  Many people think so, because I am practicing spiritism
which originates from Taoism or the way of Immortals. In reality,
I 'am following the way of CaoDai the Supreme Being or Pai
Pao Tam Ky Phé D6 (The Third Amnesty of the Great Way).

Q: I’ve heard only about the Jade Emperor, the Supreme Being.
Now you say it’s CaoDai, the Supreme Being. So who is it really?

A: Each time when creating a way to salvation, the Jade Emperor
used a special holy name. At the time of the Chéau Empire, He
used the name Lao Tse, founding Taoism. Later, in the middle
of the Chau Empire, He incarnated into Sakya Muni, founding
Buddhism in India. At the time of the Hin Empire, He incarnated
as Jesus, founding the way of Saints (Christianity).

Now in His Third Revelation, He founds the Great Way in Asia,
called Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé Pé. According to modern accom-
modation, He does not incarnate as done previously, but uses
spiritism instead, and took the name CaoDai, which is an abbre-
viation of Cao Pai Tién Ong Pai B6 T4t Ma Ha T4t.

1-Cao Dai means high tower, used in Confucianism to rep-
resent the highest being;

2-Tién Ong means Immortal, representing the way of Im-
mortals;

3-Pai B6 T4t Ma Ha T4t means Boddhisatva representing
the way of Buddhas.
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Thénh Danh 4y gom d& Tam Gido qui nguyén phuc nhit vay.
Tuy vAn goi Thdnh Danh 14 Lao T, Thich Ca, Jésus, Cao Dai
ché ciing mdt Chon Linh ciia Thugng PE.

VAN: Co biit la viéc t6i trong, anh ndi réiing Thitong DE gidng
co day Pao, ma ldy chi lam chdc? Khong biét chitng Thdanh Than
hodic Ma Qui nhdp co, roi mao danh Thuong P& chd buc Chi
Tén ddu khitng gidng chdn pham tran ndy la noi dm khi ngng
né é truge?

PAP: Phai, cd bit 13 viéc i trong, cho nén mudn thidu ddo
diéu tdnh biit co, cAn phai gia cong tra cu, nhit 12 ning hiu
dan; phai do Thanh Ngén tir dau chi cudi, rdi nghi suy, xét nét
dén cting. Tdi ciing nén phan cho anh bi&t ring nhidu bai Thdnh
Ngon gidng co déu day dao 1y su xa huyén bi, ngoai Thugng
Pé& thi khong vi Thanh Than Tién Phit nao ddm 14u ra cho nhon
sanh biét dugc. Co bit 12 t8i trong néu khoéng hiéu Pao va it
ning hiu dan, thi khong thé nao phin biét gid chon cho dudc.
Piéu biit cd nhu Am nhac; ké thud nay khong thao, khong thé
ndo nghe ddn ma bi€t d& hay. Tuy cling nghe nhu moi ngudi,
ma diéu cao thim, giong phll trdm, khong phai nha nghé, khong
bao gid thau dudc. Piéu co bit nhu vang nhu ngoc, chua dung
dén chua hé biét thit ra sao. Sdch ¢6 cau: “ Vi thudng thic kim,
yén ndng thi kim”.

Thanh Than Tién Phat 13 byc qud cao, dic trong, 1& ddu ddm coi
Juat Trdi lam nhe ma mao danh Ngai? Dau c6 gidng cd day Pao
thi cling tho mang ndi Ngai, cé vay thi cling xung danh thi€t ma
thoi, ha tit phdi gid danh cho pham d€n Thién Piéu? Con néu
néi ring: s¢ Ma Qui nhap co r6i mao danh Thugng D€ thi lai
cang sai JAm hon nita. Ma Qui vAn thuéc Am Thian, trong trugc,
lanh ghét dit wa. L& dau chiu nhoc gidng cd day Pao ma diu
~ dit ching sanh vio dudng ngay néo phai, hd khong trdi ngay s
thich clia ho di ching? Ma néu day Pao thi Ma Qui biét chi ma
day? Néi cling ma nghe, bat ludn vi khudt mit ndo, néu gidng
co day diéu dao difc, roi thién ha nghe theo, cho ddi dudc théi
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This full name indicates the unity of the three faiths. Although
the Supreme Being was called by different names such as Lao
Tse, Sakya Muni, Jesus, CaoDali, it is only one spirit, the spirit
of the Supreme Being.

Q: Spiritism being so important, how are you sure that it is the
Supreme Being’s spirit that has come via spiritism to teach?
Maybe it was only the spirit of some angels, or saints, or even
of demons who uses the name of the Supreme Being; surely the
Supreme Being would not come to such a heavy and dirty place
like this earth.

A: Yes, spiritism is extremely important. In order to understand
well the miraculous messages, we have to spend time to attend
the seances, to study, to contemplate on messages. I let you know
that the holy messages contain miraculous and secret teachings
that besides the Supreme Being, no Angels, Saints, Immortals or
Buddhas would be able to reveal. Spiritism is extremely impor-
tant; and unless you have time to attend the séances frequently,
to learn intensively the teachings, you would not be able to tell
the difference between true and false. It is like music. If you
do not know music, you would not be able to appreciate or to
understand the symphony. Spiritism is as precious as gold or
jade; if one has not seen them, one would not know how to test,
to recognize them.

Angels, Saints, Immortals, and Buddhas are all high spirits. They
would not dare to use the name of God. Even when they come
to teach at the seances, they would act according to the order of
God, and they would use their own names. If you say that evil
spirits use the name of God to come to seances, you couldn’t be
more wrong. Evil spirits are Yin spirits, heavy and dirty, hating
gentle people and loving cruel ones; they would never come to
teach and guide people on the right path, not counting the fact
that they would know nothing good to teach. In the worse case
scenario, any spirit who comes to teach and guide people on the
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binh, dan gian an lac, thi ching ta cling nén sing bdi vi khudt
mit Ay. C4i chdnh cdi ta cfing d€ cho chiing ta phén biét.

Kia nhu Pao Gia T6, Pao Lio, Dao Thich déu 12 Chanh Gido,
nén mdi c6 mudn van ngudi tin ngudng. Pao Cao Pai mdéi hon
mot nim ma di c6 miy mudi mudn ngudi siing bdi; d6 12 mot
biing c6 hién nhién ching chic 1a Chanh Pao. Lai nita, vé Thién
Pao thi chi ¢c6 Ngoc Hoang Thugng D€ 1ap ra ma thoi; khong
phai Ngai thi khong ai lap duge, ma lap duge tu'c 1a Ngai vy
Anh lai n6i riing c6 1& ddu Thugng D€ khu’ng xudng chon pham
tran 6 truge. Cau héi ndy 1am cho t6i rd ring anh chua biét Pao
12 gi. Anh tudng cho Thudng P& nhu ngudi pham vay, nén mudn
g1ang co noi dau cin phal dich than dén d6. Thugng D€ von
bi€n héa vd ciing; mudn gidng cd noi dau Ngai chi diing dién
quang truyén tin ma théi, c6 dau xudng pham ma anh phong lo
am khi ning né 6 trugc.

VAN: Anh ndi Thugng D& bién héa vé cing ma anh tudng tuong
Ngai ra thé nao?

DAP: Ching ta khong thé ndo 18y trf pham ma tudng tugng
hinh dang Ngai cho dugc. Thugng P& khong hinh dang riéng
nhu pham vay. Néu Ngai gidng sinh bén Tay Au thi 18y hinh
dang ngudi Tay Au; Ngai glang sinh bén Dong A thi 14y hinh
dang nguGi Bong A, Thugng P& van 1a mot khdi linh quang vo
cing vo tin nhd d6 ma nhon loai thi cam va thdo moc mdi c6 sy
hing s6ng. C4i 4nh sdng chéi roi cda cdc ngdi tinh ddu 1a Ngai;
c4i dang non cao, riing thim 13 Ngai; cdi vé song siu, bién ca
1a Ngai; chom thdo modc sum s€, thanh mau la Ngai; cdi gidc
tanh cda thd cAm 13 Ngai; céi linh tim cia nhon loai 1a Ngai.
Tém lai, van loai déu c6 chit sanh, ma cdi chat sanh vin mot

phin trong khéi linh quang clia Thugng DE, tifc 1a Thugng D€

vAy. T6i gidi so cho anh hi€u chiit it vy thoi chd khong th€ ndo
gidi cho tin 1y dugc. Mudn gidi cho tdn 1y, thi khong khic nao
gidi cho ngudi dui tiY trong bung me bi€t cdi mau dd 12 lam sao.
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right path, to create a peaceful and happy world, should be worthy
of being honored and worshipped. We can easily tell the differ-
ence between true and false teachings.

Look at Christianity, Taoism, and Buddhism, they are all the right
path that has millions of followers. CaoDai was only founded
for little more than a year, and there were already hundreds of -
thousands of followers. Itis evidently a righteous path. Moreover,
the divine path is only founded by God the Jade Emperor. If it
was not Him, no one could be able to found it.

When you say the Supreme Being would not come down to this
dirty earth, you certainly have not understood the Tao. The Su-
preme Being is not like humans, does not have a physical body,
and does not need to come to the seances in a physical body.
Only His energy comes to the seances, so there is no problem.

Q: You say that the Supreme Being takes many different forms.
How do you imagine Him?

A: We cannot use our human mind to imagine His image, because
He has no image. When He incarnated in the West He took the
form of a Westerner. When He incarnated in Asia, He took the
form of an Asian. The Supreme Being is always the great sacred
light without beginning, without end. Thanks to Him, plants,
animals, and humans have life. He is the stars, the mountains, the
rivers, the oceans, the forests. He is the consciousness of plants,
animals, and humans. In other words, all living beings have life,
and life is from the sacred light of the Supreme Being.

I just explain this briefly and superficially so that you may un-
derstand a little. You could not understand completely because
in order to make you understand completely, it’s like explaining
about color to a person who is born blind.
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VAN: Anh néi réng Thanh Thdn Tién Phat khong ddm mao
danh Thutgng DéE thi toi cho la phdi. Song tdi con e mgt ndi la
ké chdp co khong thiét chang?

Ngudi Pao hoi: Anh thud nay co hdu dan chua?
Ngudi kia trd 10i: C6 mot doi khi.
Ngudi Pao hdi: Mdi lan hdu dan, anh phdi ton kém bao nhiéu?

Ngudi kia trd 10i: Dan 1ap ra, ty do ai mudn dén hiu ciing dudc,
mi&n in mic cho ding hoang thi dii, khéi ton kém chi hét. (dén
day toi xin dé lai hai chif ven ddp nhu true)

PAP: Th thi ké pho co ddi gid c6 ich gi? Nl mt hai lan thi
cho ké phd cd d6i gid cing con c6 chd phai; ché dan lapra nim
niy thing no ai cong déu lam vay? Ma né&u cho 13 doé1 gid, thi
k& chdp co ddi gid 14y ho 1a phdi hon. Song ho dai gi ma doi
gid 14y ho. V4 lai, thi€u gi chuyén déi, sao lai cd gan ddm mao
danh Thugng P& ma lam viéc trd choi?

VAN: Anh mdi néi Pao Gia T6, Dao Ldo, Pao Thich la chdnh
Pao, thé thi Tam Gido dd cd réi ha tdt phdi cén lap Pao khdc?

PAP: Pao di c6 sin tit Tao Thién lap bia, hé c6 Poi tdc 1a co
Pao. Hu V6 1a Pao, Am Duong 1a Dao, Troi Dat 12 Pao, nhon
vat 12 Pao. Tam Gido 1a Pao ch4nh thud nay song bi tay pham

canh cai cing ngay cang xa Thénh Gido ma héa Pham Gido.

Thugng D& 14y 1am dau dén, hing thdy nhon sanh phéi bi sa
vao toi 151, mat ki&p chon a ty, nén nhit dinh chuyén Tam Gido
qui nguyén phuc nhit, chin hung ton gido lai cho hoan todn, T6i
khéu séng ngon dén Thiéng Liéng 1én dé diu dit bude dudng
cho k& ¢6 cong tu hanh ma phéi sdy chon lac 16i.
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Q: I agree that no one could use the name of the Supreme Being.
How about mediums, are they reliable?

Q: Have you ever attended a seance ?
A: Yes, once or twice.
Q: How much did it cost you to attend?

A: There is no cost. Anybody may come to attend. They just
need to dress respectfully.

A: So what benefit would a medium gain for spending times,
days, and months to create those seances ?

If they try to create false seances they would lie to themselves.
They would not dare to use the name of the Supreme Being for
such an amusement.

Q: You say that Christianity, Taoism, and Buddhism are righteous
paths, so what is the reason to create a new faith?

A: The Tao has existed since the creation of the universe. When
there is life, there is the Tao. The nothingness is the Tao. Yin
and Yang are the Tao. Heaven and Earth are the Tao. Human
beings and all beings are the Tao. The three faiths have been
the right paths since the beginning, but they have been modified
by people and become profane.

The Supreme Being, so heartbroken seeing human beings im-
mersed in crime and exiled in Hell, decided to bring the three
paths into unity to improve religions, to renew the guiding divine
light to guide the people of lost virtue.
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VAN: Néu mudn chuyén Tam Gido qui nguyén phuc nhitt, sao
Thugng P& khong chuyén Pao bén cdc xi liét cuong cho dé, lai
lua chi xit Vigt Nam la xit nhé nhen, hén yéu; con cing dong
con, sao lgi thuong ngudi Nam hon nguoi nudc khdc, t6i e mat
céng binh di chang?.

PAP: Vi e mit 18 cong binh thiéng liéng 4y nén Ngai méi
chuyén Pao tai nu6¢ Nam. Vi bdy ldu dan ta cam chiu phin

hén; néu khong nhd mdi Pao Trdi thi chdng biét chitng nao

tho4t khéi vong hic 4m.

VAN: Chdng phdi mét nudc Viét Nam hén mon ma théi, thiéu gi
nudc khdc con thdp hén hon nita nhic . . . .

D AP: Phai, song may nudc 4y con kém bé dao difc chua d&n hdi
g0i on v 1. Nudc Nam ta, tuy hén mon mic dau chd nén dao
dic mdi ludn thudng con ndm gilt, Thugng P& 13 Cha ci; cic
nwdc van con chung. NuSc nao biét gin giit cang thudng, biét
trau gidi dao diic, thi ty nhién dugc 14y phan hon.Theo pham
day, ti nhu mot dng cha c6 ba bdn dia con, tuy 6ng ciing dong
thuong, ma néu 6ng mudn giao phin trach nhiém chi ning né
cho mét dra trong chiing nd, ty nhién 6ng ciing lya dita nao c6
dao difc ven toan mdi khitng trao trach nhiém 4y. Nu6c Nam ta
van la dita con lya cia Thudng D€ vay.

VAN: Tai sao lic trudc dan nao ciing cé cdu co ma bdy gio
ngung vay?

PAP: Lic ban sd, chiing t6i chua hiéu Pao 14 gi, Thugng P&
méi gidng cd chi bdo vé viéc phd thong cling trit tu trong nén
Pao; nay dau d6 déu xong, luit Pao 14p thanh ctt theo ma hanh
Pao. Budi ban so, chiing t6i nhu con nit méi hoc di, Ngai ding
huyén co diéu bt d€ diu dit bude dudng cho vitng, nay da cing
g06i 161 Ngai d€ cho di mot minh ma ty 1ap, néu Ngai gidng cd
mai thi nhan luc & dau?
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Q: Why didn’t the Supreme Being choose a strong and prosper-
ous country for religious unity instead of choosing Vietnam, a
small and weak country? If all people are the children of God,

18 it fair to love Vietnamese people more than others?

A: The Supreme Being chose Vietnam, which has been a very
poor country, because this was not just if the Tao was not founded
there, Vietnam would never be able to get out of the darkness.

Q: Aren’t there other countries that are even poorer?

A: Yes indeed there are. But because people of those countries
are less virtuos, they have not yet received blessings of God.
Although Vietnam is poor, Vietnamese people have always been
virtuous. The Supreme Being is the father of all, and virtuous
people would deserve His blessings. For example, a father of 3
or 4 children would love his children equally, but would choose
a virtuous child to assign important responsibilities. Vietnam is
indeed the chosen child of the Supreme Being.

Q: Why are spirit seances no longer allowed?

A: Atthe beginning, when we did not know enough about the Tao,
the Supreme Being used spiritism to teach us all about the Tao,
how to spread and organize the new faith. Now we have a well-
developed religious constitution, and we just need to follow it.
At the beginning we were like a baby who started to walk, and
the Supreme Being used seances to guide our steps, but now we
can walk steadily ourselves, our legs are strong enough to walk
alone, and the Supreme Being trusts us to use our own human
power.

Discussion on the Tao: Q&A 39



) CHUONG THU 11
VAN PAP VE CAC BUC THIEN PHONG

VAN: Phdn nhiéu buc Thién Phong trong Tam Ky Phé Pé déu
c6 vo con lai lam dn nhu ké khdc, vdy thé ndo tu cho tién?

PAP: Nhu tu ma dé v, bd con kia, thi méi goi ring tu khong
tién, vi d€ vg bd con 1a 16i phan nhon dao, ma hé nhon dao
khong tron thé nao tu qua Thién Pao? V4 lai tu 1 tu, con con
v 12 con vd, hai diéu khong can dy véi nhau. Tu 1a gi? La trau
gidi didc tanh, qui chanh cii ti; ai ai cling tron quyén ty do &y
hét. Ct néi nhu anh vay thi ké c6 vd con khong dude phép cdi
td qui chdnh hay sao? Tu hanh déu c¢6 thit 16p, ban sd tip theo

ha thira, Tan [in buSc 1én timg cap; dén buc thudng thira, tic

nhién phai doan hét trin duyén mdi c6 thé mong ngay dic Pao.
Ma thdi ky 4y con xa, nay ctt Tan lga buSc nao hay buéc ndy,
khong thdi qud ma ciling khong bat cdp. Néu vi Thién Pao ma
ph€& hét nhon tinh thé sy, r6i Nhon Pao khong xong, th& nao
budc qua Thién Pao?

VAN: Téi lai dom thdy trong hang Thién Phong vén con nhiéu
Vi tdnh tinh khéng mady t6t; budc duong doi ciia ho trdi qua con
dé ldm diéu nho bon.

PAP: G ddi ai ding tron lanh; xwa nhu Piéc Khéng T 1a byc
Chi Thénh, ma hiing bita con phdi xét minh thay! T6i tuwdng lai
ching nhitng 12 hang Thién Phong trong Pao ma thdi, nhiéu buc
cao sang quyén qui cling chua tranh khéi 16i Iam trong bén phan,
nhung thdy ching 1a tai minh vach ra cing khéng vach ra d6
thoi. Phuong chi bi€t 16i ma &n ndn ty hoi 13 buc hién d6. Mot
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CHAPTER II
DISCUSSION ON
DIVINELY ORDAINED DIGNITARIES.

Q: Most divinely ordained dignitaries of Pai Dao Tam Ky Phd
D6 are married and have to work to take care of their families,
so how can they follow the way of Immortals (Taoism)?

A: If one has to leave family in order to practice the Tao, one
would not complete one’s duties toward family, or in other words,
toward humanity. If one has been remiss in one’s duty toward
humanity (the way of humanity), how can one follow the way
of the divine Tao? However, practicing the Tao on one hand and
taking care of the family on the other hand are not exclusive.

‘Whatis “tu” (practicing the Tao)? It is the improvement of one’s

virtues, to return to the right and to change the wrong. Everyone
has the right to do so. According to your reasoning, the person
who has a family would not be allowed to improve her or his
self, to return to the right, and to change the wrong? There are
many levels in the practice of the Tao. At the lowest level, one
has to complete one’s duty to humanity. Once one advances to
high level, one has to severe all secular attachments in order to
be enlightened. For most, enlightenment is still far away; at this
present time, one just needs to take one step at a time, not too
fast, not too slow. If because of the Divine Tao, you have to sever
all human relationships, you would not complete your duties to
humanity, so how could you follow the divine Tao?

Q: I notice that among the divinely ordained dignitaries, many
are not always virtuous and have done bad things in their secular
lives.

A: Humans are not perfect. Even Confucius, who was extremely
holy, needed to reflect on his moral conduct every day. Not even
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vi cao sang quyén qui by gid day, bi€t dau budi trudc khong
phai 12 mot ngudi ha tién? Mot ké bao tan bay gidy d6, biét dau
sau nay khong trd nén mot ngudi ludng thién? (1) C4i cdnh ng/é
cudc thé thdi hay d6i ddi tdnh nét, bi€n ci nhon tAm. Néu 14y
viéc di qua cda mdt ngudi ma binh phdm viéc clia ngudi Ay
duong lam, t6i e chua chdnh ddng vay.

VAN: Tu hanh thi do bd hai gai méi phdi, sao mdy vi Thién

Phong an mdc chi hang lya di mau. lai con mdo cao, khdn dep,

e mdt phdm hanh nguoi tu di ching?

PAP: Pao 1a viéc trong, cAn phai 1ap ch4nh thé, cho c6 16n nhd
dé diu dit nhau, anh trudc em sau cho c6 diéu trat ty; ma hé c6
chénh thé, cin phai mic sic phuc khéc nhau cho phén biét 16n
nhé. Ba sic 40 d6, vang, xanh d6 chi vé ba phéi trong Tam Gido:

1.- Sic db thudc vé phdi Ngoc (NHO)
2.- Sic vang thudc vé phai Thai (THICH)
3.- S4c xanh thudc vé phai Thugng (PAO)

Con chu tin d6 thdy thdy déu mic sic tring, nghia 12 hé budc
chon vao dudng Pao r6i, nhiit nhit phéi giit 1ong thanh bach theo
mau 40 minh d6 vy, r6i mSi mong budc 1én hang Chic Sic.
‘Thién Phuc chi dé dung trong khi hanh 1€ ma thoi, cling nhu'y
phuc bén cdc Pao khic viy chd khong phd truong ra ngoai ma
cho 12 1oe loet.

VAN: T6i thuomg thdy cé ngudi mdi nhdp mén chua chiit chi goi
la cong qud, ma ciing dugc tho Thién Phong, té ra Thién
tudc chdng la ré ldm sao?

1) Né&u nhu Tao Théo liic toan thich khdch Pong Trdc ma rii bi
DPdng Tric giét di, thi doi nay ai khéng cho Tao Thdo 13 trung
can nghia khi? Con néu Quan Cong dau Tao budi no r6i mang
binh thdc lién di, thi d3i nay ai lai khong cho 12 phan ban?
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divinely ordained dignitaries can avoid occasionally making er-
rors in their duties toward humanity. The important question is
whether or not you can realize your mistakes and repent. If you
can do so, you are a sage. Who knows whether this noble person
was a wicked person before? Who knows whether a tyrannical
person will become a sage later?(1) Different situations in life
often affect personality and virtue of a person. It is not right to
Judge a person based on his past.

Q: If in following the Tao, one has to wear coarse dress and can-
vas shoes, why are divinely ordained dignitaries wearing colorful
silk robes and elaborate headdresses, which are not consistent
with the economic and simple life of virtuous persons?

A: The Tao is important. It is necessary to have a well established
organization in which orders should be honored within a religious
fraternity. Orders may be recognized by colors that represent the
three faiths, red representing Confucianism, yellow representing
Buddhism, and blue, Taoism.

Regular followers will wear white, representing purity. Followers
have to keep themselves pure like the white color of their tunics
in order to advance to the higher level of dignitaries. The color-
ful vestments of dignitaries are to be worn only for worshipping
ceremonies, not for going out in public.

Q: I see many new followers who have not contributed many
years of service but still are divinely ordained. Why is divine
title so cheap and given so easily?

(1) If Tao. Thdo (Cao Cao) who tried to assassinate DPéng Tric
(Dong Cong) was killed by Péng Trdc, who would not say that
Tao Thédo was a chivalrous person? And if Quan Cong (Guan
Yu) surrendered to Tao and then died of illness, who would not
say that he was a traitor?
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PAP: Pao méi md ra, tf nhién c6 digu d& 4y roi [an [an d6i dé
ra khé; néu ddgi cho c6 cong qua xting ddng réi mdi phong Chiic -
S4c thi budi ban sd 14y ai hanh Pao?

V34 lai may buc Thién Phong d6 vin c6 tién cin, cyu phém chi
day, nén mdi dugc Thién An dudng 4. Song Chitc Sic Thién
' Phong bat qu4 13 chifc sdc cho mugn tru6c dé hanh Pao vay théi.
Né&u ching lo phé d6 chiing sanh d€ bdi cong 14p qua cho xing
d4ang phdm vi minh, 18t cudc 161 Thién Tudc 4y 6 vinh diéu chi?
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At Atthe beginning, there has to be a quick way to recruit people
to serve. If we have to wait to have for years of service in order
to be ordained, there would not be enough dignitaries to serve

.the Tao. .

For this reason, high dignitaries were chosen according to their
service in a previous life. Once they have been given the title
of dignitary, people have to serve accordingly to build up their
moral merit. So the titles are not an honor but just another way
to encourage service to the Tao.
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) CHUGNG III
VAN DPAP VE VIEC TU HANH

VAN: Thoi dai ndy la thoi dai kim tién, manh dugc yéu thua,
khén séng béng chét, duong hoi lugn song canh tranh limg 14y,
dudc viin minh chdi roi My Au; nudc ta la nudc thap heén, Ié phdi
nén néng theo ngudi; néu cd nudc cit dé da tham thién, lim dim
niém Phdt, t6i e phdi phé hét vigc doi, rdi cé ngay phdi tuyét
chiing di ma chd? ‘

PAP: T6i dd gidi trudc ring tu hanh déu c6 thit 16p, byc ha thira
cling 1am An nhy thudng, duy tAm chi gilt dugc hién tit, tinh tinh
chon that. Ca nudc dang vay, trdm ho thdi binh, mudn din lién
lac, d61 v6i nhau dudc chit 6n hoa, khéng ganh hién, ghét ngd,
ching mong ludng gat 14n nhau, budn ban gilt myc thiét tha cu
x1r mot 1ong thanh tin. Néu dugc nhw vay thi khon dai c¢é ich chi?

Canh tranh 13 mot diéu b6 budc trong ludt ddi; nhd canh tranh
ma dudng ndng thuong sinh hoat, nha k¥ nghé md mang; song
phai dung tinh than, tri thic va do theo cong ly, dao difc ma
canh tranh; diing v& Iyc ma canh tranh, tifc 12 hi€p 14n nhau vé
dudng manh y&u; ddi ma mic phai cdi nan canh tranh bang vo
luc 4y thi 13 ddi dd man, c6 ddu goi 12 vin minh dugc? Ngay
nao c4 nhén loai 15 thong dao 1y, roi biét thudng nhau nhw con
mot Cha, thi manh y&u c6 ich gi? Roi ra tranh khdi cdi nan gi€t
14n nhau, ma h& khong giét 1An nhau nita thi lo chi tuyét ching?

Nuéc ta thAp hén vé phan v lyc va hoc thitc ma théi, chd chua
chic thdp hén vé phan dao ddc. C4i thua kém thi chiu da danh,
con didu ma ta c6 thé hon ngudi, tic 1a dao ddc, sao lai khong
lo trau gi6i un dic?
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CHAPTER III

'DISCUSSION ON THE PRACTICE OF THE TAO

Q: This is the era of money. The strong will win, the weak will
lose, the wise will survive, the stupid will die. This is the time
of widespread competition between the glittering Western and
American civilizations. Our country is weak and underdevel-
oped, so it should theoretically hurry to follow the footsteps of
civilization. Instead, our people keep meditating and praying,
and disregarding secular matters. I think our country may soon
fall apart and our race may become extinct.

A: I explained previously that there are many levels of practic-
ing the Tao. At basic levels, followers live a normal life as all
others, but in keeping with being gentle, sincere and spiritual. If
all people of our country would do the same, they all would be in
peace, happiness, concordance with each other without jealousy,
without cheating, with sincerity and trust. In this way of life,
there would be no difference between the wise and the stupid.

Competition is a part of life. Thanks to competition, agriculture
and commerce are active, industry developed. But the compe-
tition should be spiritual and intellectual as well, developing
ideas of justice and virtue. Otherwise, if this competition turns
to violence, then our lives would descent to the level of the
barbarians rather than rising to the level of the civilized. If all
of humanity follows the Tao, loving each other like children of
the same father, then violent struggle would be unnecessary.
People would not kill each other and so we would not have to
worry about extinction.

Our country is weak and underdeveloped in terms of education

and military resources, but not in terms of virtue. We must accept
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Ké tu dén byc Thugng Thita 1a ké ph& hét tran duyén lai 12

phan it.

Kia nhu mdt sé hoc dudng tuy van s& dén nim ba trim si td,
ma sau rdi lai dudc miy ngudi budc chdn vao dudng quan lai?

N&u bao nhiéu hoc sinh déu tring thi rdi b6 vao hang quan lai

hét bay nhiéu thi ai ddu ma lo viéc khdc?

Tuy nhiéu thi nhiBu thiét, ma khi budc chon ra khdi bén vich
hoc dudng rdi, trong hang si tl cling c6 ké rdi ngudi may, ké hay
ngudi dd. Cho nén néu cd nudc ma tu thi ciing chua 4t tu dong
mot byc thugng thira hét.

Tu buc nao nhd theo byc nay, ti nhu hoc 16p nao biét theo 16p
‘ndy, duy ¢6 mot digu ich chung 13: n&u c3 thay lo tu thi cd thiy

dugc it nhigu dao ddc, ciing nhu ci thiy hoc sinh lo hoc thi cd

thdy dugc it nhigu hoc thifc vay.

Thé thi ddu cho ¢4 nudc ma tu thi viéc ddi ciing khong bé phé.

VAN: Sao Tao Hoa khéng sanh nhon loai cho tron lanh dé sanh
chi ké hiér nguoi dit, réi phdi nhoc cong gido Pao?

PAP: Con ngudi tho sanh déu dudc tron 1inh, c4i bén tanh Ay
do ndi diém Linh quang ctia Tao Héa ban cho. Rbi ra ¢6 k& lanh
ngudi dit 12 tai ndi biét ciing khéng biét trau gidi Thanh chit d6
th6i. Pang Tao Héa 1a Cha c4, nhon loai vAn con Chung, chando
lai chang mudn cho trai 1anh, g4i hanh. Cha dau mudn vay ma
con cdi qud, thi méi sao? Vay mdi c6 lanh thudng dit rin, luan
hoi qué bio. Ay 13 ludt cdng binh th1eng liéng clia Tao Hoa.
Ngai lai vi ditc hdo sanh khdng n& dé€ cho sanh linh chiu nhigu
hinh phat, méi 14p Pao cho ma nhd. Pao vin 1a dudng dé dit
sanh linh thodt khéi Luan Hoi Qué Béo vay.
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our weaknesses but should be proud of our virtues. Should we
not keep cultivating our virtues? People who practice the Tao
at a very high level and sever all secular attachments are few.

In education, there are hundreds of candidates for examination,

but only a few will pass and become mandarins. If all of them
became mandarins, there would be no one left to do the other
work. Although there are many candidates at the examination,
some succeed and others do not; some are lucky, some are un-
lucky; and the people who succeed to become mandarins are
not many. If all the people in the country practiced the Tao, not
all of them would be at the higher levels, but at different levels
according to their capability. They would all reach the results
according to their level, exactly as in education the students
are placed according to their previous background. The one
common benefit is that all of them who practice the Tao would
become more virtuous, as all of the students in school become
more educated. So even if all the people of the country would
practice the Tao, secular matters would still not be neglected.

Q: Why didn’t the Creator create human beings all perfect,
rather than some cruel, some gentle, and then have to teach
them the Tao?

A: All human beings were created equally perfect and from the
same sacred light of the Creator. It is because not all human be-
ings cultivate that sacred light that some become cruel, and others
gentle. The Creator is the common father, and human beings are
all his children. Any father wishes that all his children will be
good. But what happens when not all of them follow his wishes?
This is why there is Karma and Reincarnation, so that good will
be compensated and bad punished. It’s the divine law of justice
of the Creator. Because He loves the lives He created, He did
not want human beings to be punished unless it was necessary,
so He created the Tao for them to follow to avoid bad Karma
and Reincarnation.
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VAN: Anh chéc c6 luén hoi qué bao chdng?

DAP: T6i ¢6 dit bing c6 chiing chic ring ¢6 luan hdi qua bio,ma
mudn cho anh hiéu 13, khong phdi luan vdn tit ma ranh ,mudn
luéin cho ranh cin phii gidng gidi dong dai mathét ngay gid quy
bdu ciia chiing ta. Vay xin Anh hiy xem sach Tién Thién Tiéu
Hoc” ndi trang 21, 22 va sdch “Luin Hbi Qui B4o0” thirs théng.

VAN: T, ao Hoa phép tdc v cimg, néu Ngai dung huyén digu Chi
Ton, t6i twdng trong mét ngdry Pao ldp da thanh réi. ?

"PAP: Néu N gai dung huyén diéu theo 18i anh méi néj de, ké
dit chi sg oai linh ctia N gaima theo Pao vay thoi, chd ching chi
g0oi 12 tin ngudng, ma ngudi khéng tim Pao, khong tin ngudng
0 ddng cho Ngai do rbi ching? Vi lai Pao Trdi c6 14m digy bw
hu thiét thiét, ¥ Ngai mu6n cho moi ngudi thong tha xét suy; ké
¢6 16i ma biét 4n nan ty héi méi déng cho Ngai ctu do.

VAN: Anh 80t Tu la trau gidi ditc hanh, cdi dit lom lanh. Toi
thud nay cit mot muc lam lanh, khong hung dc vdi ai, ching tham
lam trom cudp ciia ai, ha 14t phdi cén Tu?

DAP: T6i da néi ring khéng ai ddm £oi minh 13 tron Ianh, Thanh
Hién con phai xét minh hing bita. N gay nay minh 13 ngudi hign
dic, bi€t dau canh ngo sau niy khong bi€n d6i minh ra ngusi
hung bao? Tu 13 dem minh budc vao luat Pao, c6 ludt b6 bude
mdi c6 thé giit minh trong sach ludn luén. V3 lai, may ké thué
nay hay lam lanh ldnh di, tuy van ching tuhanh, ma ty nhién da
¢6 Pao r6i (Pao tAm), c6 mot digu 13 khong hay biét vi khong
hay tim ki€m suy xét. Téi d3 néi ring: h& c6 Pdi titc 13 ¢6 Pao.
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Q: Can you be certain about karma and reincarnation?

A: There is strong evidence for karma and reincarnation. [
you want to understand this better, you need more than a brief
explanation, but a lot of time and study. I refer you to the book
“Tién Thién Ti€u Hoc” (Elementary Study on Precreation)
pages 21 and 22, and the book “Luan Hbi Qua B4o” (Karmic
Reincarnation).

Q: The Creator is supposed to have great supernatural power.

. If He used this power to perform miracles, couldn’t the Tao be

accomplished in one day?

A: If He used his power to perform miracles as you say, then
bad people would follow the Tao because they were afraid of
Him, not because of faith. Would they deserve to be saved just
because they were terrified? Should they not act out of faith and
sincerity? The Tao is changing all the time, sometimes stronger,
sometimes weaker, so that people can take time to contemplate
their lives, and follow the Divine will to repent in order to de-
serve Divine Salvation.

Q: You say that following the Tao means to cultivate virtue, to
avoid evil and to do good. T have been doing that, I am not doing
evil to anyone, I do not steal, why do I need to follow the Tao?

A: I say that no one is perfect. The sages of ancient times also
needed to reflect on their moral conduct daily. Now we are
gentle, but who knows whether we would not become cruel in the
future? Following the Tao is to adhere to religious rules in order
to keep oneself always pure. However, people who have been
doing good and avoiding evil, although they are not physically
following the Tao, are spiritually part of it (in their hearts) without
realizing it.  have said that where there is life, there is the Tao.
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Con ngudi sanh ra tho cla Tao H6a mot diém linh quang, tifc 12
Pao Trdi vay. Hinh hai lai nhd tho tinh cha huyét me, tdc 1a
Pao Cha Con, & trong dit nu6c vua, 12 Pao Vua Tdi, nhd on
Thay day db, titc 12 Pao Thay Tro, v. v. . Biét Thién Pao ma
theo, rd Nhon Pao ma giif 12 ké hoan toan, Nhon Pao giit tron
ma xa Thién Pao 12 ngudi khi€m khuyét vay.

VAN: Tu hanh c6 chic thanh Tién Phdt ching?

PAP: Lam lanh dé cau danh, Iam phéi d€ dugc phudc, tirc 13
ngudi khoéng chon chdnh. Tu 12 biét on Trdi DAt, biét Pao luan
thudng, cho tron bon phén 1am ngudi chd tu ma tréng thanh
Tién,thanh Phat thi chua goi 12 chon tu. Song sy thanh Tién
Phat d6, n€u ven Pao tu hanh , ddu khong md twdng, tu nhién
ciing dén. :

VAN: Theo 10i anh gidi do, thi tu ciing la mot diéu t6t; song tu
thi phdi som khuya kinh ké rdm nguon phdi di chia, mét la mat
hét ngay gio, hai la phé viéc lam dn rdi ra ngheo ting, ai vé ma
chiu cho minh?

' DAP: Ciing kiéng ngoai gid 1am lung, it gid ranh ché& bét chiit
dinh ciing khong sao, qui ching tai 1ong thanh kinh d6 théi, con
viéc rdm nguon clng chia 13 ty 1ong minh, ranh thi di khong
ranh thi théi, khong ai bé budc, & nha cing ma thanh con hon
1a di chila ma that kinh. Anh lai n6i riing sy ciing kiéng lam cho
phé bt viéc nha. Dieu 4y rdt sai; theo 18i t6i mdi gidi, thi cing
ki€ng 1a ciing ki€ng, 1am in 1a 1am #n; ngdy gid dau d6 khic
nhau, gidu nghéo 12 do mang s6 hodc &n cin & kiém, hoic phéng
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Human beings receive from the Creator a spark of sacred light,
which is the Tao. Their physical Their physical body is from
their parents, and that is the Tao of Parenthood . They live in a
country, and that is the Tao of Nationhood. They are educated

‘in a school by their teachers, that is the Tao of Education, etc. A

perfect man would recognize the Tao to follow and understand
how to practice the Tao of humanity. If you follow the Tao of
humanity (practicing only in your secular life) without following
the Divine Tao you are not yet a fully realized person.

Q: Is it certain that people can become Immortals or Buddhas
by following the Tao?

A: If you do good deeds only because you expect honor or
blessings, then you are not following the true path. To follow
the Tao is to be grateful to Heaven and Earth, to recognize the
Tao of humanity, to complete the duties of a person. Following
the Tao with the purpose of becoming an Immortal or Buddha
is not the result of true faith. If people follow the Tao faithfully,
completing their duties toward humanity, people will naturally
rise to the level of Immortals and Buddha (without expectation).

Q: According to your explanation, it is good to follow the Tao, but
one also has to spend time to praying day and night, and going
to the temple. First, it is time-consuming. Second, one does not
have time to work hard and might as a result become poorer.
Who would be responsible for this condition?

A: The praying ceremony is performed after working hours.
It may be skipped without any problem if one does not have
enough time. Only your sincerity and respect are important and
esteemed. Going to temple on the 1st and 15th days of the month
is totally voluntary and depends on your ability to spend the
time. Praying at home with sincerity is much better than going
to the temple without respect. You are mistaken in saying that
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ting choi bdi, s¢ tu ma phdi ngheo thi khéng chanh ding vay.
Duy c6 ké thud nay hay tham lam, ludng gat ngudi thi mdi sg
tu ma ngheo, vi sg néu tu, thi khéng ddm tham lam ludng gat
nita, roi ra mat moi 1gi di.

VAN: Néu cd the gian tu hét rdi thanh Tién Phat hét thi trai dat
ndy phdi bé khéng sao? ‘

PAP: Néu trdi d4t niy phdi bé khong theo cdch anh néi d6, thi
cling nén cau cho né bd khong, chd cé sao dau phong s¢? Piéu
kh4 ti€c 1a khong dugc nhy vAy. K& tu hanh nhy lda, ma lda
trong hoai ai lai thdy du? K& khong tu nhu ¢, ma ¢b phét hoai
ai thdy tuyét ching? Anh sg cho th& gian hét ngudi, thi khong
khic ndo anh s¢ cho c4 th€ gian hét cé vay.

VAN: Theo 13i anh ndi, thi tu hanh li tho Trdi, kinh Phat, giit
dgo ludn thuong; vdy thi dii roi, can gi phdi dn chay? Vay ché
con trdu dn cé cd doi, sao khong thanh Tién Phdt?

PAP: An chay 1a mot phan b6 budc trong luit Pao gidi ra day
thi déng daildm, xin anh xem séch “Trai Ky ” thi rd. Con néi con
trdu &n c6 cd doi ma khong thanh Tién Phit1a tai né khong cé
linh tdnh va khong luyén Pao nhu ngudi? Ti nhw mudn cit mot
cdi nha, phdi cin cé voi, ngéi, ciy, cat, d4 v.v. . Ma néu mua

may vat &y roi chit déng d6, the nao thanh c4i nha dugc? Mudn

thanh c4i nha phdi cit, mu6n thanh Tién Phit phii luyén Pao.
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the prayers might lead to negligence of one’s duties at home.
As Isaid, praying time and working times are totally separated.
Poverty and richness depend on one’s good fortune, and whether
one lives frugally or extravagantly. It is not right to say that
following the Tao would lead to poverty. Only greedy people
and cheaters are afraid of becoming poor by following the Tao,
because they think they would not be able to cheat anymore.

Q: If all people of the world followed the Tao and became Immor-
tals and Buddha, would this world become empty of humanity?

A: It would be nice if the world became emptied of humanity.
Unfortunately, it will never come to pass. The persons who follow
the Tao are like rice plants. Even if we keep growing rice, we
never stop needing more. And the persons who are not following
the Tao are like weeds, which we can never eliminate no matter
how we try. Thinking that the earth would become empty is like
thinking that the rice field would have no more weeds

Q: According to what you say, following the Tao is just worship-
ping the Deity, and following religious rules toward human-
ity, and that would be enough. So why do we have to follow
a vegetarian diet as well? Buffaloes eat grass for their whole
lives--why don’t they reach the status of Immortals and Buddha?

A: Following a vegetarian diet is one of our religious rules. It’s
really too involved to explain here. Please refer to the book “Trai
Ky~ (Vegetarian Diet Cycle). As for the buffaloes who eat grass
for their whole lives without reaching the status of Immortals and
Buddha, buffaloes do not have a sense of spirituality and do not
know how to cultivate themselves as humans do. For example,
in order to build a house, besides having materials ready such as
plaster, tiles, lumber, bricks, rocks, sand, etc., one should know
how to build; otherwise, all these materials left to their own de-
vices would not make a house. To construct a house, one should
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VAN: Anh di phdn rdng néu ven Do tu hanh, sy thanh Tién
Phat tu nhién ciing dén; bay gi anh lai néi phdi luyén Pao, ma
luyén Bao tirc la tréng mong thanh Tién Phdr. Loi anh gidi dé
¢6 khi tuong phdn nhau chdang?

PAP: C6 chi goi 1a tuong phan? T6i di néi ring; néu ven dao
tu hanh, dau khong mo tudng ma ty phién cling thanh Tién Phit.
Céiluyén 12 mot phan b6 budc trong dao tu hanh. Tu phai luyén,
khong luyén khong tron dao tu vdy. Gi4 s nhw anh in com, anh
khong vino ma &n. Anh 4n 13 tai déi, c4i d6iné budc phéi dn, ma
an ty nhién phdi no. Ké tu khong vi thanh Tién Phéat ma luyén,
ludt Pao budc tu phai luyén, ma luyén xong tiy nhién thanh Tién
Phat. Ké tu ma khéng luyén dao 13 gilt khong tron luit tu, cho
nén khi thodt xdc roi, linh hon dugc chuyén ki€p lai Iam ngudi
cao sang, phi qui ma hudng héng phudc tran gian, ké nao qua
cao, dic day hon thi ding ding Than nhdp Thanh ma théi, chd
khong thanh ding Tién Phat 12 hai ph&m vi rit cao, rat trong dé
thudng ngudi giit tron luit tu.

VAN: Luyén Pao la lam sao va lam thé nao luyén thanh Tién
Phdr?

DAP: Bigu d6 t6i khong thé trd 18, vi 12 viée nhiém mau trong
Pao, can phdi tu hanh mdi trong 15 thau.
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know how to build; to reach the status of an Immortal and Bud
-dha, people should know how to cultivate themselves.

Q: You say that if we practice the Tao with all our sincerity and
heart, we would become Immortals and Buddha as a natural
outcome. Now you say that we have to cultivate the self in
order to reach the rank of Immortals and Buddha. But in doing
s0, wouldn’t we be realizing our ambitions, thus contradicting
other ideals?

A: Nothing is contradictory about it. I say that if we practice the
Tao with all our heart and sincerity we would naturally attain
the rank of Immortals and Buddha even without expecting to do
so. Self cultivation is a mandatory, necessary step in practicing
the Tao. Following the Tao, one has to cultivate the self. With-
out cultivating the self, one could not accomplish practicing the
Tao. It’s like when you want to eat, it’s not because you want to
be full, but because you are hungry, yet eating would naturally
make you full. Similarly, when one cultivates the self, it’s not
because we want to reach the rank of Immortals and Buddha,
but because it is a mandatory step in the practice of the Tao.
Yet cultivating the self will naturally lead to attaining the rank
of Immortals and Buddha.

In following the Tao, if one does not cultivate the self, one would
not accomplish the practice of the Tao and therefore would not
become an Immortal or Buddha; yet, one may reach certain other
dimensions like the dimension of Angels and Saints, or may rein-
carnate into a better life with more blessings on earth. The ranks
of Immortal and Buddha are very highly esteemed and reserved
for people who have fully completed the cultivation of the self.

Q: How does self-cultivation work to allow us to become Im-
mortal and Buddha?
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VAN: Pao lp ra dé tdn dd chiing sanh, ché chdng phdi dé riéng
mot it ngudi. Anh goi nhiém mdu ma khong chi, thé nao goi la
tdn do chiing sanh?

PAP: Chénh Phi m& trudng hoc ra 13 c6 ¥ tréng cho tré thd hoc
dén thanh nghé ma lanh bing “T&t nghiép.” Né&u khong dudc
vy 1a tai minh bi€ng nhédc ching khiing hoc hanh; Chanh Phd
mudn vy ma minh khong mudn thi phai sao? Pao md ra dé tan
d6 chiing sanh cho d&n 13nh bing “T6t nghiép Tién Phit,” khong
dugc vy 12 tai minh ching khing tu hanh; Trdi Phat muén vay
ma minh khong mudn thi phai sao?

Anh khéng chiu khé hanh tu hinh ma anh biéu chi cho anh céi
nhiém mau trong Pao thi ching khic nio dfa hoc sinh biéng

Py 22

nhdc ma nai xin Chdnh Phii ban cho cdi bing “T6t nghiép” vay.

VAN: Téi thuong thdy nhiéu nguoi vao Pao Tam Ky Phé Pé
roi ma van khong thong dao I chi cd; néu vé Pao rdi ma khong
hiéu chi hét, cit mdi ngay cing mdi, thi cé ich chi?

PAP: Cing kiéng 12 d4u kinh thanh t3 ra bé ngodi, con ké
~ mdi nhdp m6n ma chua thong dao 1y ciing 13 viéc thudng tinh.
Ti nhu tré thd mdi nhdp hoc thi thé nio 1au théng kinh st cho
duge? Mudbn hiéu phdi hoc tip Tan I4dn; ma s6 ké vio Pao dém
dén hing mudn, khong thé day riéng ti¥ ngudi cho tién. Vi 18
4y ma Hoi Thdnh da dinh 1am sdch, dich kinh cho d& phé thong
nén chon Pao.

VAN: T6i lai timg thdy nhiéu ngudi dé vao Pao roi ma con choi
boi theo 161 rugu tra hit xdch. Thé sao goi rang tu?
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A:Tcannot give a complete explanation because this is a secret
and miraculous matter of the Tao which can only be understood
when one practices the Tao.

Q: The Tao is for saving all living beings, but not for any single
particular person.You say that it is a secret and miraculous mat-
ter not easily revealed, so how could you say that it will save
all living beings?

A: The government, in establishing education, has the intention
to help all children to complete their education and graduate.
If one does not graduate, it is because one is lazy and does not
study enough. The government wants the children to graduate,
but could not do anything if the children don’t want to study. The
Tao is established so that living beings may graduate into being
Immortals and Buddha, but if living beings do not graduate into
being Immortals and Buddha because they do not cultivate self,
what is to be done? If you cannot find it in yourself to strenu-
ously practice the Tao, and wish only to know the secret and
miraculous key of the Tao and without making the effort to rise
to the rank of Immortals and Buddha, this is exactly like a lazy
student who wants to graduate without studying. .

Q: I see many CaoDai followers who don’t know much about
religious teachings, so of what use to them is participating in.
worship ceremonies?

A: The worship ceremony is designed to show respect and sin-
cerity. It’s understandable that CaoDai followers do not know
much about CaoDai teachings at the beginning. They are like
children, who, at the beginning of school, would not know much
about history and literature; in order to have a good knowledge,
one has to study progressively. CaoDai followers number in the
millions; it would not be possible to teach each individual sepa-
rately. Therefore the Sacerdotal Council is planning to publish
books, and to translate prayers in order to spread the Tao.
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PAP: Nhidu ngudi thi chua it, nén néi mdt it ngudi lam phai
hon. Dau dén nim bay chuc ngudi nhu vay nita, cling chua di
goi nhiéu, vi n€u dem s8 nim bay chuc ma sanh v6i s6 hing
mudn ngudi vao Pao, thi ndm bay chuc c¢6 nhitu dau? Nhitng
ké rugu tra, hit x4ch 4 ay, tuy chua bé dit, chd ciing gidm dudgc
vai phan. Tha 1a c¢6 gidm r6i ¢6 dit, con hon ké khac kia, da
khong gidm bdt chiit ndo, lai con ting thém 13 khic. TAm chi
con ngudi van nhiéu buc; ké dai chi trong nhit thi ciing di cai
4c ting luong, buc thudng nhon cin phai [an [an tu hoi.

VAN: §¢ nguoi vao Pao ké dén hing mudn, nhi vay thi biét
nhau sao hét phong gip dé 1Gn nhau?

DAP: Chéng nhitng hing mudn ma thdi, DPao Trdi ngay mot
md mang, chu tin do ngay mot ting s8; roi diy hing wc hang
triéu c6 du. Vi vy ma mdi ndi déu 1ap ra ho hang, trong mdi
Ho lai c6 ngudi 1am dau dé diu dit chv Tin D6 vé du’dng boi
va dudng Dao. Cdc Ho déu do theo mot ton chi, mot qui cd ma
‘hanh ddng; thé thi nhigu Ho ma ciing nhu mot vay.

V& viéc gitp 14n nhau thi chiing nhitng gitip d ngudi dong Pao
ma théi; bat ludn ngudi ndo, dau dong Pao diu khic Pao, diu
ké nghich thi cling vay, néu ai nguy bi€n ma minh c6 phu’dng
citu duge thi cling phdi ra tay t&€ d6, 4i nhon nhv 4i ky; &y méi
goi bi€t thuong dong loai.
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Q: Ialso see many CaoDai followers who are still living in moral
weakness. Is this any way of practicing the Tao?

A: They are in the minority when compared to millions of follow-
ers. Despite a few people who have not escaped their weaknesses
completely, they have tried to improve themselves a little. Slow,
faltering improvement is still better than doing nothing or ever
increasing in evil ways. Spiritual levels are like a ladder; the de-
termined mind may decide quickly to ascend out of evil to good,

-while the average soul may repent and change progressively.

Q: Since the followers are already in the millions, couldn’t they
help each other? ’

A: The number of followers will increase more and more as the
Tao spreads. Therefore many groups will be established at many
local regions. Each group will be headed by a dignitary respon-
sible for guiding followers both in the Tao and in secular life.
They all will follow the same goal and the same rules. Although
there are many groups, they function as one.

As for helping one another, followers not only help each other,
but should lend their hands to all people whether or not they are
CaoDai followers, or even to enemies, when they are in need or
in danger. Loving others is the same as loving oneself, and this

- is really universal love.
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CHUONG THU 1V
Van Pap ve viee ciing kigng thy phugng

VAN: Vao Bao roi, mbi ngay budc phdi cung 1k thoi; budc chi
nhiéu vdy, e mdt hét ngay gio di chang?

PAP: Cuang ¢ thdi 1a cdch tip mmh chiu cyc Ian Tan, vi tu 12
kb6 hanh trim b, ma mudn chiu ndi khd hanh , truée phéi tip
Ian. V4 lai, cing ki€ng c6 ich cho minh ché ching ich chi cho

' Thugng D€. Mbi ngay c6 ciing, dao tim mdi c6 nd nang tit chi
vAn chuyén; tinh than cdm héa, néu bé qua viéc ciing ki€ng, chi
khéi dao tAim minh mdt ngdy mét xao lang, sy kinh thanh cida
minh mdt ngdy mot phui pha ma ra diéu that 18.

VAN: Néu dao tdm minh manh, thi lo gi xao lang?

PAP: P6 1a phan it; sg 12 sg cho ké mdi nhap moén kia; ché ké

~¢6 dao tdm vitng vang, ddu khé hanh bao nhiéu cling khong
ngd 10ng ndn chi; n6i chung ma nghe, néu phai hy sanh vé Pao
cling ching chéi tir.

VAN: Tai sao vé con MAT ma th Thigng D&?

DAP: Thy “Thién Nhin” bdi nhitu c6:

1.- Thg “Thién Nhian” mdi ngdy ra v6 déu thdy, bung tinh
diéu chi sai quiy, dudng nhu ¢6 Thién Nhén 4y ngé chirng ma
dan ring: “ Thay hang & bén con ma dé mit dom con; con chd
toan dieu quiy.” Ay 1a mot chude rat hay dé€ cho minh gibi
10ng, trau hanh.

2.- Thugng € 12 mot khdi linh quang vo cung vd tdn bao

triim cd Can Khoén, Thé Gidi; noi ddu cling c6 Ngai, ma nhdt 1a
trong tim ta, ma nhdn lai 12 Chd Tam, cho nén thd con Mt 13
ths Ngai Vay, Ngai vAn c6 day riing: “Nhén thi chd Tam, ludng
quang chi t€; quang thi Than,Thin thi Thién;Thién da ngd da.”
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CHAPTER IV
DISCUSSION ON WORSHIP CEREMONY.

Q: If one becomes a CaoDali, one has to worship four times daily.
Why is it so often? Isn’t that wasting time?

A: Worshipping four times a day is a way to practice one’s
endurance and dedication to ascetic life. In order to succeed,
one has to practice progressively. Worship ceremony is use-
ful for people only, not for God. Daily worshipping helps open
people’s hearts, move people’s bodies, change people’s minds.
By neglecting worshipping, people’s spirits would be neglected,
and respect of the Deity would fade; then one would disregard
the sacred principles.

Q: If one’s mind is strong, would one worry about negligence?

A: People with a strong mind are few. We worry about new
followers. For people with a strong mind, hardship would not
discourage them; even when they have to sacrifice the self for
the Tao, they would not hesitate.

Q: Why is the eye used to worship God?

A: There are many reasons to worship using the eye:

1.- In seeing the eye every day, we feel God watching over
us. Any time when we think about evil, the eye seems to tell us:
“I, your Master, am always with you, watching you. Don’t do evil
things.” It’s a good way to cultivate our heart and our virtues.

2.- The Supreme Being is a mass of sacred light, immense,
boundless, existing everywhere from Heaven to Earth, and
especially in our heart. The eye reflects the way to the heart.
Worshipping the eye is worshipping God. God teaches: “The eye
is the master of the heart; the two sources of light, Yin and Yang,
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3.-Tirkhi Bao bé, tu van hifu cong ma khong dic qua. Nhigu
ong c6 cong luyén DPao chi bi€t luyén Tinh héa Khi ma thoi,
con dem Khi hlep Thén thi khong 1am ding. Vi Thin 13 khi€m
khuy#&t clia co mau nhiém, ma Than thi cu tai Nhin cho nén thd
Thi€n Nhéan 1a dem Thén hiép ciing Tinh Khi cho dd tam bau,
la cd mau nhiém siéu pham nhap Thanh.

VAN: Vay sao khong ther di hai con Mds?

PAP: Viéc chi cling do Mot ma ra roi ciing tr§ v&€ Mot (Tout
part de L’Unite’ et retourne & L ‘Unite’). S6 Mot 13 s6 chanh clia
Thu‘dng D&, vi viy nén phai thd moét con Mit ma théi. Ay cling
13 co miu nhiém trong phép luyén Thin. Anh 1a ngu’dl ngoai
Dao t61 khong phep gidi hét cho Anh 13, chi luén sd it ti€ng ma
thoi. Khi cing mu6n luyén Than, minh phdi chim chi ngé vio
Thién Nhin, con mdt minh ding cho xao xuyén va nhdy nhé,

gilt dudc vay it nita cho tin mot nhang thi tim binh Than dinh.

Né&u thd hai con Mit, phén nao ngé con mit bén hitu, phin nao
- ngd con mit bén t4, thi th€ nio cho Than dinh déng?

VAN: Sao lai Igp vi Thdi Bach, Quan Am, Quan Thdnh chung
vdi Thugng DE. Téi e trdi dao Qudn Thén di chang, vi ¢6 cdu:
Qudn Than bdt dong tich”.

DAP: Trong budi Tam K¥ Phé P ndy, Thai Bach thay mit cho
Pao Tién; Quan Am thay mit cho DPao Thich; Quan Thdnh thay

mit cho Bao Nho ma Phd P9 chiing sanh dé chuyén Tam Gido ‘

qui nguyén phuc nhit. Nén phdi 14p vi ma thd, goi 1a Tam Tran
Oai Nghiém. Ay 1a phép thd phugng theo ti€u dan noi nha méi
Tin D6, con noi Thanh Thét 16n thi thd dd Tam Gido la: Thich
Ca, Lao T, Khdng Thanh. N&u dem cAu Quén Than b4t dong
tichra diy ma n6i thi rat sai lam. Quan Than bat dong tich 12 gi?
La khong ngdi chung mét chi€u kia. Ché theo phép thd phugng
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are the masters of all. Light is spirit. Spirit is God. God is Me.”

3.- Since the closure of the Tao, people practiced the Tao
without result. Some people cultivated the self, but could only
transform “Tinh” (physical energy) into “Khi” (Chi, vital en-
ergy), but not transform “Khi” into “Than” (spiritual energy).
Because of the lack of “Than” in the secret and miraculous
mechanism, worshipping the eye allows us to bring the “Than”
back to unify with “Tinh” and “Khi” to complete the set of the
Three Treasures and to facilitate the process of becoming saints
and entering Nirvana.

Q: Why don’t we worship two eyes?

A: Every thing comes from One and then returns to One. Num-
ber 1 is the principal number of the Supreme Being; therefore
we should worship one eye. It’s also the secret and miraculous
mechanism of cultivation of the “Th#n.” You are not a CaoDaist,
I cannot explain everything to you but only the basics. During
worship ceremony, in order to cultivate the “Than,” we have to
concentrate on the eye, without blinking our eyes; and our mind
will calm down after about thirty minutes. If we worshipped two
eyes, our mind would be confused, and therefore we could not
concentrate with our undivided attention.

Q: Why are Thdi Bach (Li Po), Quan Am (Kwan Yin) and Quan
Thénh (Kwan Kung) worshipped together with the Supreme Be-
ing? I am thinking, it would not be the right relationship between
the king and his subjects, as is indicated in the saying, “Kings
and subjects should not be on the same mat.”

A: On this Third Amnesty, Thai Bach represents the way of
Immortals, Quan Am the way of Buddha, and Quan Thdanh,
Confucianism, in order to move the three religions into one
and to save all living beings. They are worshipped as the three
lords representing the three religions, in the private home. At
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thi dau d6 déu cé trat ty, oai nghiém. Lap vi Thugng D€ than
trén, Tam Tr4n phia dudi, sao cho 13 dong tich?

VAN: Minh c6 phép tho vi Tién Phit nao khde khong?

DAP: Tam Tr&n hay v& viéc Tam Ky Phé D6 thi bude mbi Tin
d6 phéi 1ap vi. Ngoai ra muén thd thém vi Tién Phat nao ty v,
song phéi thd chanh byc Thin, Thanh, Tién, Phat, ché chdng nén
thd phugng T Than, Tinh Qudi nhur 12 Ong Tudng, C4u Trang,
Co6 Hai, C6 Ba van van...

T6i ciing nén gidi ludn cho anh biét ring ve viéc 6ng ba di qud
vang roi, thi cling phugng thd theo tyc 1é& xwa nay, khong diéu
chi canh cdi, song phai nhudng chd Xiing dang hon hé&t ma 1ap
vi Thugng D€ cling Tam Tran, &y 12 1& c6 nhién, vi ong ba ciing
phéi kinh thd Trai Phat.

VAN: Ciing kiéng phdi t6n kém nhidu, nhi nghéo qud thi lom
sao?

DAP: Téi di n6i ring qui khéng 13 tai 16ng minh; ké thanh tAm,
ddu mét nhénh cdy, mot chung nuéc lanh trong sach ciing du
cho Troi Phat ching Iong. Kinh thanh Trdi Phat ma khéng biét
14y chi té ra be ngoai, nén méi diing sy cting ki€ng; Trdi Phat
¢6 ching 1a chiing tdc 1ong thanh, ché khong vi 1€ mé&. S4ch c6
cdu: “Thién Dia chi cong, Than Minh 4m sit; bat vi t€ hudng nhi
gidng phudc; bat vi that 18 nhi gidng hoa.” T6i nhé lai Thugng
D& ¢6 gidng co cho mot bai nhu vay:

Bach Ngoc tit xwa di ngy rdi;

Khong can Ha Gidi vong cao ngbi,

Sang hén tréi mic, tim 13 qui*;

Tam &y tda sen clia Lao ngdi.
Xem d6 thi biét sy thanh kinh 13 qui noi 10ng chd khong qui noi
cting kiéng.
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the temple, the three religions are represented by Sakya Muni,
Lao Tse, and Confucius. The saying, “Kings and subjects should
not be on the same mat” is not appropriate here, because the
Supreme Being is on a higher position on the altar, while the
three lords of the three religions are placed at lower levels and
therefore not “on the same mat.”

Q: Are we allowed to worship other Immortals and Buddha?

A: Followers should worship the three lords of the three religions.
They may worship other Angels, Saints, Immortals, and Buddhas
as they wish, but not evil deities

. I'll also explain to you about the worship of the ancestors. The
old tradition of worshipping ances-

tors has not changed, but we have to reserve the most esteemed
place to worship the Supreme Being and the three lords of the
three religions, because the ancestors themselves still have to
worship the Supreme Being and other deities.

Q: Worshipping is costly. What if we are very poor?

A:I'said that the heart is the most precious factor. With sincerity,
a simple branch of tree, a cup of pure water would be enough for
God to witness your heart. The respect and sincerity to God and
Buddha are manifested by worship. God approves our sincerity,
not the rituals. There was a saying: “Heaven and Earth are just.
Wise spirits are watching. Blessings are not granted because of
offerings. Disasters are not given because of lack of rituals.” I
remember a holy message given by the Supreme Being:

“I have been reigning from the White Pearl Palace,

I do not need a high throne on earth.

Whether poor or rich, only the heart is precious.

It is the lotus throne where I stay.”
That would prove that your respect and sincerity are precious
only from the heart, not from ceremonial offerings.
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VAN: Vay c6 long thank thi dil, cén chi phdi ciing kiéng?

BAlfz Anh thit héi dong dai qud, 6i da néi riing syt cling kiéng
la ddu kinh thanh té ra bé ngoai khong th€ 1am thi thoi, con 1am
dugc ciing chd kha bé qua. Vi du: kinh thanh cha me 12 bé trong,
con cdch cu xit d6i véi ngudi thé ndo cho ra du thanh kinh 12 bé
ngoai. Anh kinh thd cha me ma anh khong trinh thua, gidm da
héi ngd, hdu 4n, quat nong, ap lanh, ai c6 héi thi anh néi ring
¢6 1ong thanh kinh thi dd. Thé thi dd chuwa?

VAN: T6i lgi ting thdy mét hai dan, méi lén doc kinh, bay ra
don dich ron rang chi vay?

DPAP: L& nhacla nén nép nha Nho tir xua dén nay, ding 1& nhac
1a duy t{i phong tuc nuéc nha vay. Vé lai, giong dom, tiéng quyén
dung dé dua hdi, va nh4c nhip cho ké tung kinh, nhw nha Thién
ngay xua nay danh chudng g6 mé vay.

VAN: Giita Thién Ban chong mét ngon den luon ludn cd dém
cd ngay chi vgy?

DAIA’: b6 1a “Thdi Cuyc biang”. Trudc khi mg mang Trdi Pat,
khi Am Duong dung nhau héa ra mot khoi Ira goi 1 Thai Curc,
tic 1a Thugng D&, dén “Thdi Cyc” chi va khéi lira &Y.

VAN: D6t hai cay den phia ngodi la y gi?

DAP: Ay 12 Ludng Nghi quang.

VAN: Tai sao phdi ciing ruou tra hoa qud?

PAP: Ciing nam sic trdi ciy goila N gl Hanh, tuy vay ché cling
¢6 mot dbi ngudi vi thi€u kém ciing khong di nam sic trdi cay,
ay ciing nén chdm ché&. Bong chi vé Tinh; rugu chi vé Khi; tra
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Q: If sincerity is enough, why is the praying ceremony necessary

A: Your question is tenacious. I have said that ceremony is the
manifestation of sincerity and respect. If you can afford it, you
should not neglect it. For example, the respect and sincerity to
your parents are from your heart, but you have to treat them in
such a manner to reflect your heart. If you should respect and
love your parents but do not care for them, would it be enough?

Q: In the big ceremony, when prayers are recited, there is very
noisy music. What is this music good for?

A: Rituals and music are based on the Confucian tradition and
also various national traditions. The music is moreover used to
harmonize the prayers in rhythm, very similar to the bell and
wooden gong of Buddhist tradition.

Q: In the middle of the altar, what is the reason for a continu-
ously lit lamp?

A: It’s the “Théi Cyc lamp” (Tai Chi). Before the creation of
Heaven and Earth, Yin and Yang energies reacted to each other,
creating a mass of light called “Théi Cyc” (Tai Chi), which is
the emanation of the Supreme Being. The “Thdi Cyc” lamp
represents the Supreme Being.

Q: What is the meaning of the two lamps outside?
A: They represent Yin and Yang energies.

Q: Why are there offerings of wine and tea, and flowers and
fruits?

A: Five-color fruits represent the five elements. Though many
people could not come up with five colors, it’s still OK. Flowers
represent “Tinh” (physical energy), wine represents “Khi”
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chi vé Than; Tinh Khi Thin 13 Tam Bttu ctia con ngudi vay.
VAN: Mdi ldn ciing dot chi tdi nam cdy nhang?

DAP: D6t nhang dé tdy trugc cho khong khi. Ba cdy cdm trong

goi dn Tam Tai (Thién Pia Nhon), hai cdy cim ngoai cho dii

ndm, goila trgng Ngti Khi. Nam cdy huong &y hiép lai vdi ngil
huong trong minh minh 1a:

1.- Gi6i huong nghia 13 phii sach viéc trin thi trong minh
mdi thom.

2.- Pinh huong nghia 13 dinh tdm, dinh Than dudgc thi trong
minh méi thom.

3.- Tri hué huong nghia 1a phdi phat hué thi trong minh md&i
thom.

4.- Tri ki€n huong nghia 12 biét minh, thdy minh thi trong
minh md&i thom. |

5.- Gidi thodt huong nghia 14 luyén ding Dudng Than xuit
nhép thi trong minh mdi thom.

VAN: Mdi Ion lay sao khong chdp tay nhu thud nay vy, lai bay
ra chi cho khdc kiéu la tay mdt vip ngoai tay trdi roi 6m tron
nhau vdy? '

DAP: Mbi viéc chi trong s cling ki€ng phuong th déu c6 nghia
1§ ¢4, tai minh khéng ki€m héi cho hidu rdi cho ngudi bay dit.
Vay xin gidi ra ddy cho anh 1.

Nay Bao dd hoing khai thi nhu bong sen di nd, r5i sanh ra trai,
g()/i 1 k&t qui; 4y 12 hai tay 6m tron lai nhv trdi cay vay. Ma
k&t qud r6i khong phép hudng riéng mot minh, phdi gieo ra cho
ching sanh chung hudng, goi 1a Phé Pd. Vi vy ma khi cti lay
phdi xoe hai ban tay ra nhu gieo hot vay. Lai nita, c4ch lay &y
cling do theo nghia ly cia cudc tao Thién, 1ap Dija. Tay mit dp
ngoai tay trdila Am Duong twong hiép (hitu 12 Am, t4 13 Duoang),
khi Am ngdm khi Duong mdi sanh Th4i Cuyc 1a hai ban tay 6m
tron lai d6 .Thdi Cuc sanh LuGng Nghi 13 hai ngén c4i; khi lay
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(Chi, vital energy), tea represents “Than” (spirit). “Tinh, Khi,
Than” are the Three Treasures of human beings.

Q: What is the reason behind the five incense sticks?

A: Burning incense is to purify the air. The three incenses inside
represent trinity (Heaven-Earth-Man). The two incenses outside
make the total of five representing five kinds of energy corre-
sponding to the five humors inside the human body

1-Gi6i huong (Fragrance of restriction) means experiences
of flavor of restrictions of secular matters. -

2 -Binh huong (Fragrance of calm), experiences of flavor of
calmness of one’s mind.

3-Tri hu¢ huong (Fragrance of enlightenment), experiences
of flavor of enlightenment. :

4-Tri ki€n hudng (Fragrance of wisdom), experiences of
flavor of wisdom.

5-Giai thoat huong (Fragrance of liberation), experiences of
flavor of liberation.

Q: In the praying ceremony, why do you put your hands together
before you prostrate in wrapping the left hand with the right hand?

A: Inrituals, everything has a meaning that one has to try to find
a way to understand.

When the Tao was founded, it was like the blooming of a lotus
flower, and as a result, forming a fruit. The hands joined together
are like a fruit. One should not enjoy fruit alone by oneself, but
must share with all humanity, which is called “Phd P6” (saving
all). Therefore when one prostrates, one spreads one’s hands as
if to sow seeds. This way of prostration is based on the principle
of creation of Heaven and Earth. The right hand wrapping the
left hand symbolizes Yin-Yang interaction (right is Yin, left is
Yang). Interaction between Yin and Yang energies leads to the
formation of “Thdi Cyc” (Tai Chi or Monad) represented by the

Discussion on the Tao: Q&A 71



hai ngén cdi tréo nhau gai chit thdp, goi Ludng Nghi phan T&
Tugng; doan tdm ngén tay kia trdi ra goi 1a Bat Qudi. Nh the
ma nhiéu ké sau nay dudc siéu Pham nhép Thanh goi 1 “Bién
héa vé ciing”.

VAN: Tai sao ma trudc khi lay phdi chém déy 1én trdn, réi chdm
qua bén td va bén hifu?

PAP: Chim daulén trdn nghia 13 kinh Phit, bén t4 13 kinh Phap,
bén hitu 1a kinh Ting, goi 1a Tam Qui.

VAN: Tai sao ma lay phdi ciii ddu ba lén réi méi 1én cii phdi
gat bén cdi vgy?

»DAP: Gét ba [an bon c4i 1a mudi hai gat, th€ cho mudi hai lay.
Lay mudi hai lay 12 lay Thuong D& vi Thugng P& 14 Thap Nhi
Khai Thién, Chda cd Can Khén Thé Gidi, nim tron Théap Nhi
Thdi Than vao tay 1a: Ti. Stu, Dan, Meo, Thin, Tj, Ngo, Miii,
Thén, Dau, Tuit, Hoi. S6 muwi hai 13 s6 riéng cda Thugng Pé.

T6i hiu dép véi anh ciing da bon rdi, dén day xin ddt, mong
rang anh cif binh tAm 14y Iy ma nghiém Iy thi cong trinh hiu
dép clia t6i ching ung. Chd nhu d6i véi ké khong do chédnh 1y,

ctt cho ngudi quiy ma ciing khong hiéu tai sao ngudi quay,véi
hang 4y t6i chiu 1am thinh.

CHUNG
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two hands joined together. Then from “Thai Cuc” (Tai Chi or
Monad) comes the “Ludng Nghi” (Diad) represented by the two
thumbs. Two thumbs crossing each other form the “ Tt Tugng”
(Four directions), then the eight fingers spread represent the
eight trigrams. Thanks to the mechanism this symbolizes,human
beings are able to reach holy dimensions.

Q: Why does one make the gesture with hands joined together
on one’s forehead, first in the middle, then on left and then on
right sides?

A: It’s a symbol of the Trinity as set out in Buddhism. Hands
in the middle represents homage to Buddha (or Spirit of God),
on the left, homage to Dharma (spirit of sacrifice, right living),
and on the right, homage to Sangha (monks and nuns, spiritual
humanity).

Q: In prostration, why does one have to nod four times per
kowtow?

A: Nodding four times per kowtow would make twelve nods for
three full kowtows. This would be considered as twelve kowtows

- altogether, which is reserved for prostration to the Supreme Be-

ing, the Creator of the twelve dimensions, the Creator of Heaven
and Earth and Universe, holding sway over the twelve zodiacal
lords who are Ty, Sttu, Dan, Meo, Thin, Ty, Ngo, Mui, Than,
Dau, Tuit, Hdi. Number twelve is the mystical number of the
Supreme Being.That’s enough for now; I would like to stop here
and hope that you may contemplate my explanations a bit so
that my answers will not be in vain. For those people who are
too narrow-minded to consider the meanings of these gestures,

- and keep criticizing without knowing the symbolic references,

I have no comment.

THE END
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